
Mining Interests in Asia Minor 1920-21 

This brief article lists four US Department of State documents showing the importance of the 

Arghana copper mine in Asia Minor. 1 Other mining areas mentioned were Tireboli on the Black 

Sea, Fatza and Ordou. These documents highlight French interests seeking economic 

concessions in their sphere of influence in South East Anatolia.  

 

The last document dated December 6, 1921 mentions the Franco-Turkish Agreement of 

October 20, 1921 with the Harchit Valley having iron, chrome and silver mines located far away 

from the French sphere influence in Cilicia. The Harchit Valley is located in the Pontic Alps close 

to the town of Tireboli.2 It shows that the French were prepared to go to any lengths to 

increase its economic influence in Asia Minor. 

Furthermore the last document states “what is especially needed in Turkey, along economic 

lines, is a geological survey locating and describing the mineral wealth of the land.” A geological 

survey of Asia Minor would make it easier to attract foreign investment in Turkey. From an 

American standpoint, it would provide important information for its businessmen to become 

more pro-active and to try to counteract French economic activity in Asia Minor. 3 

Finally this document lists the production output of important minerals in Asia Minor. However 

these figures raise some questions that require a brief explanation. There is no comparison of  

production figures covering different years and doesn’t take into account the Greek-Turkish 

conflict which impacted greatly on economic activity in Asia Minor.  

Through these official documents, US diplomats provided information to the State Department 

of mining activities and resources in Asia Minor.  

Stavros T.Stavridis (Doctoral Candidate) 

Portland, Oregon 

                                                             
1 Arghana mine is located in the Diyarbekir province of Turkey. 
2 For details on the Franco-Turkish Agreement of October 20, 1921 , see Turkey, No.1 (1922) Cmd1570, 
Correspondence between His Majesty Government and French Government respecting the Angora Agreement of 
October 21, 1921, HMSO, London, 1921 
3
 Readers should refer to my article The Gillespie Mission to Angora for further details on the potential of American 

economic concessions in Asia Minor 
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